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WelcomeRemarksbyMrKhamkhankChanthavisouk
GovernorofLuangPrabang,LAOPDR

BrigGenSomphonKeomixay,
PresidentofVECONACandLaoNationalVeteransFederation,Presidents
andVicePresidentsofVeteransOrganisationsofASEANMemberStates,
Distinguishedguests,
Ladiesandgentlemen,

OnbehalfofLuangPrabang’sboardofadministrationandcitizensof
Luangprabang,it’smygreathornourandpleasuretobeinvitedtocome
anddiliverthewelcomeremarksatthisExecutiveBoardMeetinghere
today.

Onthisverysignificantoccasion,Iwouldliketowarmlywelcomeheadsof
delegations,delegatesandallgueststoLuangPrabangCity,theWorld
HerritageCityandIwouldliketothanktheLNVFtoselectLuangPrabang
Cityasthemeetingvenueforthis31stExecutiveBoardMeeting.

NowI’dliketobrieflytellyouaboutLuangPrabangProvince.

LuangPrabangProvinceisoneofthenorthernprovincesofLaos.Itis
locatedinthecentreoftheNorthanditisthecorridorbetweenthe
northernprovinces,ASEANMemberStatesandtheregion.Thereisan
internationalairportwithdirectinternationalflightstoseveralcountries.
LuangPrabanghasatotalareaof16.875squarekm andtheterrain
mostlyismountainous.Theprovincesharesborderswith6nothern
provincesofLaosandtwoprovincesofVietnam.Thereare12districts
withthepopulationof445.353.

LuangPrabangisoneoftheoldestcitiesinLaosanditwasbuilt,
preservedanddevelopedformorethan1.200yearsandin1560BCit
usedtobethecapitalofformerLaoLanXangortheLandofMillion
Elephants.LuangPrabangisrichinbeautifulnature,templesandunique
oldarchitechureandarts.Asaresult,thecitywasregisteredand
acceptedastheworldherritagecityofcultureandnaturebyUNESCOon9
December1995.

Basedonsuchpotentialsanduniquecharacteristics,wehaveassigned
theLuangPrabangasthepathwayandtheheartofservices,tourismand
humanresourcesdevelopmentaspartofthestrategicdevelopmentand
tourismhasbeensetasthepriorityfortheprovincialdevelopment.
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In2017,theeconomyoftheprovincecontinuedtogrowwiththeGDPof
8.2%whichcostapproximately6.527billionkiporUS$815millionor
about13.96millionkiporUS$1.877perheadwhichUS$131morethan
2016.

GDPinagricultureandforestrycovers31%.

GDPinindustryandhandicraftcovers23%.

GDPinservicecovers46%.

LuangPrabanghasgot228touristsitesofwhich108arenaturalrelated,
86areculturalrelatedand34arehistoricalrelated.Amongthese,111
placeshavebeendevelopedandopentothepublic.Thereare93travel
agencies,81hotelsandresortswith1five-starthotel,341guesthouses
and289restaurants.Wecanreceiveupto8000guestsperday.

Therewere655.412touriststoLuangPrabangin2017ofwhich472.942
wereforeign.ThisgeneratedanincomeofUS$170million.432.414
touristsvisitedLuangPrabanginthefirsttwoquartersofthisyear.

Distinguishedguests,ladiesandgentlemen,

IunderstandthatVECONACisanorganizationthatplaysanimportant
roleinpromotinglivelihoodofofficials,veteransandretireestoensure
theirqualityoflife,progressand safetywhilecontributing to the
enhancementofexternalrelationsandcooperationinordertomaintain
regionalpeace,stabilityandsustainabledevelopment.

Ladiesandgentlemen,

Ibeleivethatthis31stEBM underthechairmanshipofLNVFwillbe
organisedinawarm,friendlyandconstructivemannerwithsuccess.

Taking this opportunity,Iwould like to wish alldelegates and
distinguishedguestshealth,happinessandeverysuccessandIhopethat
youwillreturnandsuggestyourfriendsandfamiliestovisitLuang
Prabang.

Thankyou
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